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Thia review by Leora Marley wilt be 
read with interest but at does vot 
express the vprntens of thes yournal, 


There is in China at the present | 


time consderable discussion of 
what is known as “planned national 
economy.” The National Govern- 
ment is said to be establishing a 
National Economy Council at Nan- 
king, whose task will be to study 
ahe economse porition of China, and | 
the best means of increasing indus- 
trial and agricultural production. 
Somewhat similar conditions exist- 
ed in Russia immediately after the 
war, and a study of the methocs 
employed and the successes achicv- 
ecm that country mivht well be of 
decisive importance in China, For | 
this reason the appearance of the 
U.S.S.R. official account of the 
fulfilment of the First Five-Year 
Plan is of very great interest. 


The volume is rightly termed a 
“sles bat eentains a Wenlia 
of information upon so many 
aspects of national life in the Soviet 
Union that it should prove of real 
interest to a wide cirele of ordinary 
readers who seek information on 
this thorny and much disputed ‘ 
subject. For these readers let me | 
say that the volume under review is ! 
well got up, excellently printed on. 
good paper, and written in a read- , 
able and not too technical manner. | 
There is a general, summary of the 
“planned guidance of the whole 
economy of the country,” due to the 
concentration of the key economic’ 
positions in the hands of the State, 
“as compared with the character- 
istic features of capitalism, anarchy? 
and competition, which have become 
particularly acute in the period of ; 
Imperialism.” This summary is 
toliowed by chapters on industry, ! 
agriculture, transport, living condi- ! 
tions, finance, and education. Final- H 
ly there is a most interesting ; 
study of the method of division of | 
labour applied to a vast area such | 
as the Soviet Union. The aim is to 
secure. that factories are placed 
near to sources of raw materials, 
and related to the supply of power, 
the whole problem being studied i 
with a view to mect the needs of ! 
the vast population in the cheapest 
and most efficient manner. 

Thee? is, of course, much 
statistical matter in this account of : 
progress, and it ‘is often suggested 
that Kussian Government statistics 
ate inagcurate, or are deliberately 


‘falsified so as to give a more .- 


favourable picture than the facts} 


. justify. It is ‘said that statistics 


‘ean. be: made ‘to prov 2 
Gan ies ee shattalen bow corgi: 


iJy accurate, and in a cow 80 
uy mntey 80 | 


and undeveloped as... t 


‘USSR. it would be rash oe tae 


that there are no errors. Never- 


‘ gheless it is worth: recording that 


Tsarist Russia led the world in 
Since the 
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economic planning of the U.S.S.R. 
is built up. In consequence the 
accuracy of statistics has become ot! 
far greater importance in Russia 
lnan in any ether countrys tt can 
hardly be asserted that ithe Govern- 
ment would have two different sets 
of statistics. one for home ure and 
one to elude the foreigner. 
Probably, taking into account the 
exthat of the Soviet Union and the 
difficultic: of communication, soviet 
statistics may be considered —re- 
markably reliable. The present 
writer had un opportunity ef 
examining the returns upon which 
these statistics are built up, and 
after a full discussion wih (Prince) 
Obolensky Ossinsky, head of the 
Government statistical department, 
he docs not consider that the 
figures can reasonably be assailed 

The basic intention wf the Five- 
Year Plan was to build up an 
industry capable of supplying 
consumption sroods, <0 its to raise 
the whole standard yf life of the 
workers and peasant-. It meant , 
th sacrifice of certain comforts 
for a few years in order that ¢x- 
por s might be ine rea-ed to pay for: 
imports uf machinery to equip the 
production factories. Moch else 
wae oof course Mchaded, and the 
whole ‘ory of this development is 
fascinating. including az it does a 
frank description of th failures as 
well as the -uccess)<, For example, 
the lag in the increase of produc- 
tivity of Inbour iv admitted and 
explained. The huge task set fo 
the railways, rot only in. building 
new lines (ihe mileage increased 
from 5800 kilometres in Tn5 ty 
83,000 kilometres im 1982), Yuet oon 
strengthening the rads and bridwes, 
doubling and trebling tracks, instal 
ming Dloce sh onallays and building 
new locomotives and rolling stock, 
is deseribed in one of the most 
interesting chapters. Newspaper 
men will read with envy of the 
increase in circulation of soviet 
newspapers, from & million copies 
in 1928 to 35 million copies jin 
1932. Russian newspapers are now 
published in eighty-eight langu- 
ages. Coal is among those produc- 
tive industries which failed to 
reach the planned figures. Electri- 
fication far surpassed the plan, and 
it is not infrequent, even in remote 
parts of the Union, to find electric 
power for irrigation and electric 
light in villages far distant from 
any railway but served by over- 
head cable lines. 

The general reader will, however, 
turn first to an account of living 
conditions in Russia, and the 
chapter headed “Labour and Living | 
Conditions,” when studied in “oa | 

| 
| 


junction with the tables at the end 
of the volume, together give a fair 
idea of the position, particularly 
in comparison with Great Britain, 
Germany, ahd the United States. 
The population of the U.S.S.R. was 
154 million in 1929, and is increas- 
ing at a rate of over three million 
a year. This year it is 166 million. 
, During the same period the number 
of workers has more than doubled 


! (from 11 million to 23 million) and 
ployment has been entirely 


@liminsted. There is an interesting 
count’ of the means by which the 


Laporker acquires, 8 new attitude to 


ince * Iabour, ‘regarding, it tter of 
ge, 4 honour dy: ie came t2 educate 
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IN RUSSIA NOW 


The Soviet balloon, U.S.S.R., 
has deftly put on record a fine 
feat which should supplement 
Professor August Picard’s work 
in adding to the world’s know- 
ledge of happenings on the other 
side of the airman’s ceiling. 
Roughly stated, the Russian 
scientists reached a height three 
times that of Mount Everest. 
The physical endurance during 
the comparatively short as- 
cent was great. Amazingly 
it is recorded that, inside 
the car of the balloon, one 
of the discomforts was heat 
—the temperature being actually 
98 degrees higher than the read- 
ings outside. The Soviet Gov- 
ernment is to be congratulated on 
this notable feat which, natural 
ly, formed the theme of enthusi- 
astic political speeches by exult- 
ing Commissars when the balloon 
returned to earth. It is to be 
hoped that the success, linked 
| with a more normal international 
‘relationship, will tend to elimin- 
_ate the aggressively propag- 
andist apologias which Russian 
spokesmen and their sympathi- 
sers seem to find necessary in 
order to rid themselves of a feel- 
ing of inferiority when in con- 
tact with other systems of ad- 
‘ ministration. Correspondence in 


these columns has lately 
shown a marked divergence 
of view regarding the con- 


tions in Russia and, especial- 
ly, the working of the Five 
Year Plan. On the book page 
to-day Lord Marley review; the 
recently issued official report of 
‘the Soviet Government on that 
Plan. It has been made avail- 
able by the enterprise of Messrs. 
Allen and Unwin, thé London 
publishers, whose attention to 
i ntary evidence of modern 
~ international thought has been, 
80 marked a feature of their pube 
‘lishing policy. Discrepancy of: 
,information on Russia is bound 
‘to prevail, so long as the country 
is so much a closed boo . More- 
‘Over, the very 
territory covered 
makes it probab 
proof can always be found to sup- 
port any particular theory. 
' Naturally the official summary 
' endeg 
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Plan appear as’ successful 
‘as le. rd Maley seems 
to:give the docunien 


spectful consideration—as is fit||feated itself. 
und proper—bit also too en 


magnitude of the ;| Operations of 
-by the U.S.S.K. ||. 


vours to make ,the Five||cupa 
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Plan should be accepted with con. 
siderable reserve. With the 
form of administration set up to 
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guide the Russian people through , 


a period of reconstruction out- 
siders have no desire to concern 
themselves, so long as there is 
no attempt to claim for that sys- 
tem the right of general applica- 
tion in the world at large. A 
Government, manned in large 
measure by men untrained in the 
direction of mighty events, de- 
prived of highly-trained and 
scientific assistance, mainly by 
its own peculiar decision to ele- 
vate the “proletariat,” and work- 
ing by means of an unashamed 
tyranny, using the fearsome in- 
struments of murler and ter- 
rorism, had to learn by the ac- 
cumulation of: colossal error. 
The error is still there and the 
Government is still, presumably 
learning, although he would be a 
bold man who would venture ex- 
actly to define the stability of the 


administration in power. 
Five Year Plan has been kept or 
the rails only by the exercise o 
the fiercest pressure on the Rus- 
sian people. It is not too much 
to say that thé destitution, star- 
| vation and misery through *wnich 


the Russian masses are likely to: 
; 0 during the present winter ex-’ 
| ceed anything in other distressed | 


regions of a distressed world. 
In fairness it must be recognised 
that, in spite of their reliance on 
barbarous methods, the Soviet 
authorities have been able ta in- 
spire a_ strong missionary zeal 
_ Which plainly keeps the general 
| morale from collapsing. Hence 
come, perhaps, the directly con: 
tradictory pictures drawn by cor- 
respondents who have beer: con- 
tributing to these columns. 

Ths chief charge to be made 
against Moscow by other nations 
is this: never in 


country as 
Powers 


the world been 
forced to do 


in face of the 

Comintern. 
Devastation and bloodshed . in: 
China tell that tale grimly. The 
task .of assessing Russian 
achievements igs . enormously 
hampered by the fear that oc- 
ion in it may, in some way 
or other, assist that 
gl torphea pba The violence 
10: 
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‘admirable. The results werg-un- 
fortunate. There came to be a 
deep gulf between those who 
;went to Russia prepared to 
admire and those who professed 
to “see things as they were” but 
were just as biassed in the other 
direction. The truth, as usual, 
; 8eems to lie between the two ex- 
tremes. That is where Lord 
} Marley elects to go astray. It 
would be interesting to know if 
his school of thought would be so 
fertile in excuses, so decorous in 
language if the subject of 
examination were, for example, 
‘Hitlerist Germany or Fascist 
Italy. Yesterday the Russian 
method of disposing of the word 
“unemployment” was explained 
in these columns. That supplies 
appropriate comment on Lord 
Marley’s comfortable assertion 
that there is ‘no unemployment” 


‘in Russia. For the rest let his 
‘| handfing of statistics be noted. 


He accepts the statements that 
tin the five years higher education 
pupils have increased in number 
from 600,000 to 3,000,009 and 
elementary pupilg from 11,000,- 
000 to 23,000,000. Any educes- 
tionalist will agree that these 
‘| figures are preposterous. It is 
| not necessary to consider cost 

alone, but the actual machinery 

required to obtain those results. 
in England when the raising of 
the school age from 14 to 16 was 
discussed, it was revealed that 
to handle the 400,000 additional 
pupils thus involved would 
throw a terrific’ strain on the 
finances of the local authorities. 

The provision of the additional 

accommodation and teaching | 

‘staffs would demand at least 

three or four years’ notice. | 

Russia is. admittedly short of 

technical experts. Can it be 

conceived that in‘five years she | 
could train up sufficient teachers _ 
to cope with an additfonal : 

12,000,000 elementary ‘ school- 
| ;children and—more absurd. 
still—2,400,000 higher education 
pupils. It is toward these and 
‘similar assertions that the 
‘eader “has to show the utmost 
caution in examining -Rusgian: 
claims. Lord rley would be 
\more convincing -ii, te his other- 
Wise illuminating review, he had 
‘displayed that acutely. critical 
scepticism which hie ig so ready 
jto apply to the imatitutions. and 
[loys ties of his‘awn country. % 
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Dear Steptoe, 


I have to inform you that the following 
Gemmunteat books are on sale at Messrs. Kdward, Evans aa 


/ Sons Ltd., No.1? Kiukiang Road 
1. "The Second Five Year Plan® by Veli. Molotov. \ 


2. “Forward to the Second Pive Year Plan of Socialist: 
Construction". 


— 


3. "The Success of the Five Year Plan", V.eM. Moletov,. 


4. “The Qctober Revolution and the Triumph of Socialisnx’. 


5. "The Fulfilment of the First Five Year Plan", : | 
V.M. Molotov. 3 

6. “The Fight for Steel*, Mikeailov, ~ ~~ : 

@. “Kolkezniki". 

8. “One of the 25,000", ' _ 


9. "The Red Arny®. f ae pare 
10. “German Miners in the Donbiins"« et 
le *doeialiet Competition of this a mses 
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. THE SECOND FIVE YEAR PLAN, by V. M. 
Mototov, Chairman of the Council of People 8 
Commissars. 80 pp. Covers the first Five Year 
Plan, the political line of the Second Five Year 
Plan, social reconstruction and _ Bolshevik 
_ tempo, the capitalist world and the Second Five 
¢ _. Year Plan. ‘ : S eae 
2.yFQRWARD TO THE SECOND FIVE YEAR 
LAN OF SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION. 
pp. Resolutions of the 17th Party Con- 
iving the concrete 


\ 
‘det of the Second Five Year Plan. 
3. E/SQ&CONSS OF THE FIVE YEAR 1LAN. 


talist w@rld crisis; the danger of intervention 
and the arious lies which are told about the 
(dumping, forced labour, ete.) 


exposed. : ‘ 

4. THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION AND THE 
TRIUMPH OF SOCIALISM. | 31 pp. The 
background of struggle to the present Socialist 
construction. 

5. THE FULFILMENT OF THE FIRST FIVE 
YEAR PLAN. V.M. Morotov. 88 pp. The 
Five Year Plan in tour years and how it was 
done—a critical and factual review. 

The next few booklets show how the workers live 
under the Five Year Plan, told in the form of stories. 
They will be ard goed interest, especially to trade 
unionists employed under capitalist industry. 

6. THE FIGHT FOR STEEL. Mraanov. 40 pp. 
How ‘“‘ disgraceful facts’’ which were hamper- 
ing a sheet-rolling shop were overcome. 

7. KOLKOZNIKI (members of a farming ‘‘ collec- 
“tive ’’). 80 pp. Collective farmers on them- 

’ selves, told in a series of letters. 

8. ONE OF THE 25,000. A. IspasnH. 72 pp. How 
Gregori Indjevatkin, one of the 25,000 whom 
the industrial workers sent to help organise 
Socialist production in the village, carried out 
his work in an outpost of Central Asia and was 
murdered just as his work reached success. 

9. THE RED ARMY. 40 pp. The £ocialist army— 

the proletarian army, the striking arm of the 

ruling proletariat, a genuine revolutiona 
fighting force of workers and peasants. How it 
was built up, how it is composed ; the Red Army 


te for ¥ 
10. auhMaN MINERS IN THE DONBASS. 2% 
PP How unemploved miners from the Ruhr 
ped to build Socialism in the “‘Amerikanda” 
mine. : : 
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New Seriés - rings | Life of Socialist State Before Us 


What it 15 Like 
THE FIVE 
fi YEAR PLAN 


3 Pence each 
TWENTY TITLES FOR 5 SHILLINGS (5/9) 


FORGES 
AHEAD 
in Soviet 
Union 
[4d. Post Free] 


11. SOCIALIST COMPETITION OF THE MASSEs. 
E. Mixutina. 64 pp. Stalin, in his preface, 
says: ‘‘One of the most important factors, if 
not the most important factor, in our Socialist 
construction at the present moment is the 
spread of Socialist competition among the 
millions of the working masses.’’ 

12. WHERE THE WORKERS ARE IN POWER. 
D. Zastavsky. 56 pp. From the old Russia to 
the Soviet Union, what workers’ rule means: 
‘the production of the new man.”’ 

13. HOW WORKERS BECOME ENGINEERS 
IN THE US.S.R. DrvzHinin. 47 pp. 
The Stalin Works—the apprentices, planned 
production, ete. 

l4. THE TECHNOLOGICAL AND ECONOMIC 
PLAN. C. M. Krzuizuanovsky. 32 pp. The 
basis of the reconstruction. 

15. SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ECONOMICS 
UNDER CAPITALISM AND IN THE 
SOVIET UNION. M. Rosinstem. 48 Ppp. 
Shows how the scientific development which is 
paralysed and aborted by monopoly capitalism 
1s only able to reach its full development under 
Socialist conditions. 

16. THE SOVIET PATENT LAW. 32 pp. 

17. THE SOVIET LAW ON MARRIAGE. 44 PP 
The actual Code showing how women really 
have equal rights with man and the health and 
interesta of mother and child are safeguarded. 

18. THE PROGRAMME AND RULES OF THE 
C.P.8.U. (Bolsheviks). 62 pp. How the lead- 
ing working-class Party in the world and the 
nucleus of Socialist construction is organised 
and its aims. ‘ 

19. LOOK, YOU BOOB...!’ 14 pp. What 
Bernard Shaw told the Americans about Russia. 


20.° NEW CONDITIONS: NEW TASKS. 21 pp.. 


talin’s famous ‘‘ Six Points.’’ 
FREE SOVIET LABOUR VERSUS CAPI- 
TALIST FORCED LABOUR. 44 pp. The real 
free basis of work in the U.S.S.R. contrasted 
with the bitter realities of slavery in the 
capitalist world. " 
“These two go together for 3d. 
Order by the numbers. 
The usual trade discounts for quantities. 


Mark up this sheet and send it either to the 
Workers’ Be op, 16, King Street, W.C.2, or to the 
Friends of the Soviet Union, 33, Ormond Yard, W.C.1. 
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